RABIES PROTOCOL FOR MAMMALS WHICH HAVE BITTEN PEOPLE

Person Bitten or Scratched by: (refer person to physician or local health dept.)

9 9 9

Wild Animal

Owned Dog/Cat/Ferret
(Vaccinated or Unvaccinated)

Stray Dog/Cat/Ferret

(Mammal) (Vaccination status unknown)

Euthanize animal and test if
appropriate species*

Animal Showing Signs
of Rabies

Healthy Animal Healthy Animal

Owner Owner Doesn’t
Wants Want Animal
Animal

Euthanize and

Test

Confine at Animal Control for
statutory holding time**then euthanize
and test

Confine 10 Days Euthanize and Test

Test if Animal becomes
ill, with signs
suggestive of rabies; or
dies during
confinement

Alternatively, Animal may be confined 10 Test if Animal becomes ill,
days. If it remains healthy, it is with signs suggestive of

considered rabies free at the end of the 10 rabies, or dies during
day period confinement

*The following animals are NOT CONSIDERED LIKELY TO CARRY RABIES and will not be tested except
by special arrangements with the Michigan Department of Community Health (517) 335-8165:
(After 5:00 p.m. and on weekends dial (517) 335-9030)

Chipmunk Gopher Hamster Mouse Prairie Dog Rat Squirrel
Gerbil Guinea Pig Mole Muskrat Rabbit Shrew Vole

Note: Woodchucks are an exception to this list and are tested.

**Act 224 of 1969: Four days with no collar, license, MDA tattoo, or other evidence of ownership; or seven
days with evidence of ownership.

Michigan Rabies Working Group (rev 6/99)



